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tragedy which hung over our work, when he said after his visit in 1912, as I have been told: " I am struck by the lack of outstanding characters in Berlin as against my previous experience. The almost religious monarchic devotion that William I inspired allowed a freedom of opinion and activity of character to exist which later gave way more and more to an insistence on strict obedience under the influence of the Cabinets. The manly vigour which was brought to the surface in 1866 and 1870, and even in 1848, did not seem to exist in the same measure during the great trial of our day, or else it was not brought into play. she ought to interfere now and again in the real interests of her husband, she did so with character and generally with success. I think of this noble lady with true reverence. Her nature was felt to be a blessing for the country by all those who had the good fortune to know her more intimately. When the Emperor suddenly went from the west to the east in the spring of 1915, after a difference of opinion had arisen between him and Field-Marshal Hinden-burg, the Empress coming from Berlin caused her carriage to be attached to the Imperial train at. Halle and surprised her husband next morning. The well-known picture which represents the Emperor and Hin-denburg together in Posen was taken by her.
